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WHAT IS THE CONSENT DECREE?
The Consent Decree is a mandate for positive transformation to benefit the 
community and the Department.

In 2016, the United States Department of Justice (DOJ) investigated the  
Baltimore Police Department (BPD) and found that BPD engaged in a 
pattern and practice of unconstitutional policing.

To address the findings, the BPD, the City, and DOJ entered into an 
agreement called a Consent Decree. It is a federal court order that requires 
changes to the Department so it can police in a constitutional manner. 
This includes updating and creating policies, revamping training, building 
systems of accountability, investing in modern technology and much more.

A federal judge oversees the implementation of these changes with the 
help of a group of experts from across the country called the Monitoring 
Team. Each year, the Monitoring Team, DOJ, BPD, and the City agree 
to a monitoring plan that sets deadlines for individual steps in the reform 
process.

TOPICS IN THE CONSENT DECREE:
 ; 1st Amendment Protected Activity
 ; Community Policing/Engagement
 ; Coordination with School Police
 ; Crisis Intervention/Behavioral Health 
 ; Handling of Reports of Sexual Assault 
 ; Impartial Policing
 ; Interactions with Youth
 ; Misconduct Investigations & Discipline

 ; Officer Wellness
 ; Recruitment/Staffing
 ; Stops, Searches & Arrests
 ; Supervision
 ; Technology
 ; Transportation of Persons in Custody
 ; Use of Force

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q. Does the Consent Decree prevent proactive policing?

A. No. There is nothing in the Consent Decree that stops officers from 
engaging in proactive constitutional enforcement.

Q. How does the Consent Decree benefit the community?

A. It provides an avenue for meaningful community engagement through 
the creation of a comprehensive community policing plan. In addition, 
the Consent Decree gives the community a voice in policy development, 
training content, and accountability mechanisms.

Q. How does the Consent Decree benefit officers?

A. The Consent Decree ensures that the Department is making systematic 
changes that will improve efficiency and give officers the resources 
they need to be confident and successful on the job. Technology will be 
improved, training revamped, wellness  programs have been put in place, 
recruitment and retention efforts are underway, as are additional reforms.

Q. How long will the consent decree last?

A. Consent Decrees do not have specific end dates.  Before the Judge 
declares full-compliance and the end of federal oversight, the Department 
must prove that it has met the mandated reforms and that the reforms 
are sustainable. Other departments have taken 6 to 11 years to achieve 
compliance.

Q. How can I be involved in the reform process?

A. You can provide input on policies/training plans, give feedback through 
community briefings/focus groups or participate in various committees. 
Email us for more info on how to get involved at: cdimplementation@
baltimorepolice.org.
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