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By Order of the Police Commissioner 

 
POLICY 

 
The Baltimore Police Department (BPD) professionally conducts all searches and seizures and 
complies with all constitutional and statutory provisions when obtaining, executing, and returning 
Search and Seizure Warrants. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

The Constitutional provisions with regard to Search and Seizure Warrants are found in the Fourth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which states: 
 

“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” 

 
Provisions are also found in the Declaration of Rights, Article 26, of the Maryland Constitution, which 
states: 
 

“All warrants, without oath or affirmation, to search suspected places, or to seize any person or 
property, are grievous and oppressive; and all general warrants to search suspected places, or to 
apprehend suspected persons, without naming or describing the place, or the person in special, are 
illegal, and ought not be granted.” 
 
 

GENERAL 
 

1. All Search and Seizure Warrants must be reviewed by a permanent-rank supervisor before 
being presented for judicial review. Under no circumstances will any member submit an 
affidavit for judicial review before it is approved by a sergeant or person of higher rank. 

 
NOTE: Only a District Court Judge can issue/authorize an out-of-jurisdiction Search and Seizure 

Warrant. 

 
2. A permanent-rank supervisor must be present during the execution of all Search and Seizure 

Warrants, and shall remain on scene until the completion of the search, and all BPD personnel 
have left the location. 

 

3. A uniformed member must be present during the execution of all Search and Seizure Warrants. 
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EXCEPTION: A permanent-rank supervisor or uniformed member is not required to be present during 
the execution of a Search and Seizure Warrant for the collection of forensic evidence 
only (e.g., blood, DNA, electronic signatures and/or files, etc.) unless a dynamic entry is 
needed to obtain the evidence. 

 
4. Disclosure of the contents of a Search and Seizure Warrant affidavit prior to the execution of 

the warrant may lead to administrative discipline and/or criminal charges against the member. 
 

5. A Search and Seizure Warrant must be executed within 15 days of the date of issuance, 
beginning on the date of issuance. 

 

6. All searches shall be conducted in a thorough and professional manner with minimal damage or 
disruption to the location searched. 

 
7. The Search and Seizure Warrant Application, Affidavit, and its verified inventory, must be 

returned to the issuing judge or, if absent, to another judge of the same circuit or district, 
within 10 days after execution or earlier if stipulated in the Search and Seizure Warrant. 

 
8. A Search and Seizure Warrant that has not been executed must be returned to  the issuing 

judge within 15 days after its issuance or, in that judge’s absence, to another judge of the 
same circuit or district. 

 
9. The judicially recognized exigent circumstances for allowing a “No-knock” Search and 

Seizure Warrant are: 
 
 9.1. Officer safety. 
 
 9.2. Possibility of harm to occupants. 
 
 9.3. Escape of suspects. 
 
 9.4. Destruction of evidence by suspect(s). 
 
10. Members are reminded that justification (specific to the case) for authorization for a “No-knock” 

Search and Seizure Warrant must be outlined in the affidavit. 
 
11. If a “No-knock” Search and Seizure Warrant is requested, ensure that the judge signs the 

Unannounced Entry Authorization box on the bottom of the Search and Seizure Warrant 
Application (See Appendix A) authorizing a “No-knock” entry. 

 
 

REQUIRED ACTION 
 

Member 

 
1. Consult with your supervisor for guidance and approval prior to obtaining a Search and 

Seizure Warrant. 
 

2. The affiant/investigating member must notify the Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center 
(MCAC) at 1-800-492-TIPS(8477) or MD W atch@leo.gov to initiate the deconfliction process 
and receive an event tracking number. The affiant/investigating member must provide the 
information that is requested by MCAC to complete the intake form. Members are reminded  

mailto:MD%20W%20atch@leo.gov
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that  this  notification  process  is  designed  to  promote  officer  safety   through identifying 
locations  where  potential  operational  conflicts  exist.  Ensure   the names of contact persons 
are documented. 

 
EXCEPTION: Deconfliction is not required for the execution of a Search and Seizure Warrant for the 

collection of forensic evidence only (e.g., blood, DNA, electronic signatures and/or files, 
etc.) unless a dynamic entry is needed to obtain the evidence. 

 
3. Upon receiving an event tracking number from MCAC, notify the Watch Center (x2640) and 

obtain a BPD tracking number. This number is used to track the service and return of the Search 
and Seizure Warrant to the issuing judge. 

 
4. Whenever it becomes necessary in the investigation, and there is sufficient probable cause, 

apply for a Search and Seizure Warrant from a judge of the Circuit Court of Baltimore City 
or the District Court of Maryland by completing: 

 
 4.1. An Application for Search and Seizure Warrant (See Appendix A). 
 
 4.2. An affidavit. 
 
5. During business hours, submit the above-completed documents to an available Circuit or 

District Court Judge. During non-business hours, weekends and holidays, contact the Court 
Commissioner at (410) 767-5774, 500 N. Calvert Street, who will notify the duty judge. 

 
6. Ensure the following copies of the above documents are generated: 
 

6.1. First Copy: Given to the issuing judge. 

6.2. Second Copy: Given to the owner/agent in charge of the location. 

6.3. Third Copy: Case folder. 

6.4. Fourth Copy: State’s Attorney’s copy. 

6.5. Fifth Copy: Affiant copy. 

6.6. Original Warrant: Returned to the issuing judge upon execution or expiration. 

6.7. Sealing Order: Same copying sequence as warrant, when applicable (See 
Appendix B). 

 

NOTE:  The affiant will be held strictly accountable for the content of the application and affidavit.  Use 
only the designated forms referred to within this policy. 

 

7. Prior to executing a Search and Seizure Warrant: 
 
 7.1. Present the warrant to your supervisor for review and pre-raid preparation. 
 

 7.2. Identify the target location. 
 
 7.3. Provide a sketch/photograph of the target location, as well as any other intelligence, 

 including the presence and/or location of known risk factors. This shall be useful in 
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 assisting with the thorough completion of the Search and Seizure Warrant Risk 
 Assessment (See Appendix C). 

 
 7.4. Obtain all necessary equipment. 
 
 7.5. Conduct pre-raid surveillance of at least one square block around the target location. 

 Special  attention  should  be  made  to  locate  unmarked  vehicles  and  plainclothes 
 members who may be at the target location or in the immediate area. 

 
8. Utilize the following steps when executing the Search and Seizure Warrant: 
 
 8.1. Knock forcefully on the door and in a loud voice, identify yourself as a police officer. 

 State that you have a Search and Seizure Warrant and demand that the door be opened. 
 
  8.1.1. If a response is heard, identify yourself again as a police officer, state that you  

  have a Search and Seizure Warrant and demand that the door be opened. If  
  the occupant(s) refuse to open the door after a reasonable amount of time an  
  occupant would take to access the door, based on the size of the location, force  
  may be employed to gain entry. 

 
  8.1.2.   If no response is heard to the initial demand for entry after a reasonable amount 

  of time an occupant would take to access the door, based on the size of the  
  location, force may be employed to gain entry. 

 
EXCEPTION: Immediate entry may be initiated if sounds, conversations or other activity coming 

from within the premises leads you to believe: 
 
 1. There is a potential threat of physical harm to police officers/occupants, 
 
 2. Evidence is being destroyed, or 
 
 3. A suspect is escaping. 
 
 8.2. Once entry has been gained, immediately, and continually, identify yourself by stating 

 “Police, Search Warrant” in a loud an forceful voice upon entering any room, traversing 
 any hallway or flight of stairs, and upon contact with any individual inside of the location 
 while conducting a protective sweep for suspects. 

 
 8.3. Show a signed copy of the warrant, complete with the judge’s signature, to the person 

 searched and/or to the owner/agent in charge of the location, unless the warrant is 
 sealed. 

 
NOTE:   Members are not permitted by law to search persons found inside of a target location during the 

execution of a Search and Seizure Warrant unless those persons are specifically named in the 
warrant. However, members may require those persons to remain on-scene, for a reasonable 
period of time, until the service of the warrant is complete. 

 

EXCEPTION: While executing a search warrant in a public place, police may detain occupants only 
if there is reasonable suspicion of criminal activity afoot as to each person detained. For 
example, there may be 20 patrons inside a business, but police may have reasonable 
suspicion to detain only one of those patrons. If so, police shall detain the one patron 

and take reasonable steps to confirm or dispel the suspicion. 
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 8.4. Take before and after photographs of the location to be searched, points of entry, 
 locations of property recovered, and any property that was damaged as a result of the 
 execution of the warrant. 

 
 8.5. The search will be conducted one room or area at a time. 
 
 8.6. During the collection of evidence, members will use numbers (beginning with “1”) to 

 indicate evidence recovery locations. Take photographs of evidence/property with the 
 number visible in the photograph. 

 
 8.7. All recovered dangerous weapons must be rendered safe. 
 
 8.8. Prepare a post search warrant execution diagram of the inside of the location searched. 

 The diagram shall include the locations and types of rooms, stairwells, windows, doors,  
 and any other noteworthy structural feature which may aid other search parties in the 
 future. 

 
 8.9. Complete the “return” (property taken listing) describing each item of property seized and 

 sign in the space provided on the back of the “return” in the presence of the owner/agent 
 of the location. If the owner/agent is not present, complete the “return” in the presence of a 
 supervisor. 

 
 8.10. Leave an unsigned copy of the warrant, with completed “return,” with: 
 
  8.10.1. The person from whom the property was seized. 
 
  8.10.2. The owner/agent of the location from which the property was seized 
 
 8.11. If the owner/agent is not present, leave a copy of the warrant in a conspicuous 

 place at the location searched. Never leave a copy of a warrant with the judge’s 
 signature. 

 
 8.12. An affidavit in support of a Search and Seizure Warrant for criminal activity that has 

 been sealed by a judge shall not be left on the premises or with the person searched. A 
 copy of the Sealing Order shall be left with the warrant in lieu of the affidavit. 

 
9. Complete an Incident Report, Form 04/008, including the following: 
 
 9.1. “Execution of a Search and Seizure Warrant” in box 1 of the Incident Report. 
 
 9.2. Indicate if the warrant was an authorized “No-knock” Search and Seizure Warrant. 
 
 9.3. Attempts to gain entry by knocking. 
 
 9.4. The name of the officer who knocked on the door. 
 
 9.5. Reason(s) for forced entry, when applicable. 
 
 9.6. Points of forced entry, areas searched and interior description. 
 
 9.7. The location(s) that evidence was first found and seized. 
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 9.8. The name of the member who first found and seized the evidence. 
 
 9.9. The number of photographs taken. 
 
 9.10. Date, time and name of the judge who signed the warrant. 
 

 9.11. Identify the exact location of persons present upon entry. 
 
 9.12. Identity of the raid party to include the identity of the uniformed members. 
 
 9.13. Name of person with whom warrant and inventory was left, or location where warrant 

 was left if no one was present. 
 

10. Prepare and maintain a case folder including a copy of the warrant, sketch of the location, 
photographs taken, and all relative reporting. 

 
Permanent-Rank Supervisor 
 

1. A permanent-rank supervisor must be present during the execution of all Search and Seizure 
Warrants, and shall remain on scene until the completion of the search and all BPD personnel 
have left the location. 

 
EXCEPTION: A permanent-rank supervisor is not required to be present during the execution of a 

Search and Seizure warrant for the collection of forensic evidence only (e.g., blood, DNA, 
electronic signatures and/or files, etc.) unless a dynamic entry is needed to obtain the 
evidence. 

 

2. Provide guidance to members seeking to obtain a Search and Seizure Warrant. Thoroughly 
read the warrant to determine if probable cause exists. 

 
3. Complete the Search and Seizure Warrant Risk Assessment (See Appendix C) prior to a 

member obtaining a warrant. 
 

4. Make appropriate notification to SWAT based on criteria set forth within the Search and 
Seizure Warrant Risk Assessment. SWAT will be utilized as determined by the point system 
of the Risk Assessment or at the request of any supervisor. 

 

NOTE: SW AT needs one (1) hour advance notification during regular working hours (0900 - 0100 
hours) in order to properly prepare for the execution of a search warrant. After regular 
working hours, the Shift Commander, Communications Unit, must be contacted to request 
SWAT.  Allow approximately two (2) hours for the team to arrive and prepare for after-hours 
requests. 

 
5. Prepare a complete tactical plan detailing all team members’ duties. The plan must include a 

proposed hospital route should any member or civilian be injured during the execution of the 
Search and Seizure Warrant. 

 
6. Conduct a tactical meeting with all members participating in the execution of the Search and 

Seizure Warrant. All Search and Seizure Warrant tactical meetings must be attended and 
supervised by a participating permanent-rank supervisor prior to execution. A tactical meeting 
will not be conducted in the field unless exigent circumstances preclude all participating 
members from meeting at the designated location. During the tactical meeting, assign 
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members to the following duties: 
 
 6.1. Entry Team. 
 
 6.2. Arrest Team. 
 
 6.3. Search/Recovery of Evidence Team. 
 
 6.4. Emergency Withdraw Team (ensures police safety, once the command is given, if an 

 immediate withdraw of members from the premises becomes necessary). 
 
NOTE:  One or more non-supervisory member(s) may be assigned the role to search, or collect, and/or 

record. In addition, members assigned to the Search/Recovery Team may also be assigned 
duties with the Entry and Arrest Teams. 

 
7. Supervise the execution of the Search and Seizure Warrant, ensuring the professional 

conduct of the search at the location described in the warrant, to include the utilization of 
necessary support personnel. 

 
8. Ensure additional supervisors are present when two or more search warrants are scheduled 

for simultaneous or consecutive execution. 

 
NOTE: Before seeking a Search and Seizure Warrant for a body cavity or strip search, refer to Policy 

1013, Strip Searches and Body Cavity Searches. 
 

9. Ensure sufficient members are positioned outside the location to cover all potential escape 
routes. 

 
10. Ensure all seized property is properly inventoried and submitted to the Evidence Control Unit 

(See Policy 1401, Control of Property and Evidence and 1402, Management of Evidentiary 
Controlled Dangerous Substances). 

 
11. Review the completed field reports for legibility, completeness and accuracy. Indicate approval 

by signing your full signature. 
 
SWAT Shift Commander 
 
1. When requested, assume full control of the tactical warrant execution operation. 
 
2. Debrief the ranking on-scene supervisor and all other persons who have pertinent 

information concerning the warrant service. 
 

APPENDIX 
 
A. Application for Search and Seizure Warrant (Form 188), page 1 Search and Seizure Warrant – 
 Front (Form 187), page 2 Search and Seizure Warrant – Back, page 3 
B. Sealing Order – Front (Form 349), page 1 Sealing Order – Back, page 2 
C. Search and Seizure Warrant Risk Assessment (Form 318) 

 
 
 
 



 Policy 1007            SEARCH AND SEIZURE WARRANTS Page 8 of 14 
 

ASSOCIATED POLICIES 
 
Policy 1013, Strip Searches and Body Cavity Searches  
Policy 1401, Control of Property and Evidence 
Policy 1402, Management of Evidentiary Controlled Dangerous Substances 
 
 
RESCISSION 
 
Remove and destroy/recycle Policy 1007, Search and Seizure Warrants, dated 1 August 2016. 
 
 

COMMUNICATION OF POLICY 
 
This policy is effective on the date listed herein.  Each employee is responsible for complying with the 
contents of this policy. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

Application for Search and Seizure Warrant (Form 188), page1  
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APPENDIX A 

 

Search and Seizure Warrant (Form 187) – Front, page 2 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Search and Seizure Warrant (Form 187) – Back, page 3 
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APPENDIX B 

 

Sealing Order (Form 349) – Front, page 1 
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APPENDIX B 

 

Sealing Order (Form 349) – Back, page 2 
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APPENDIX C 

 

Search and Seizure Warrant Risk Assessment (Form 318) 

 


